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From the desk …
What a busy few weeks we have had already this term, please read about some of the highlights in this newsletter.
Thanks to parents/guardians for supporting the NAPLAN testing, all went smoothly and we are looking forward to
getting the results to assist in the continued development of our teaching and learning programs at the College. We
appreciate the support with ensuring students are in school uniform, please contact us if you need support accessing
school uniforms for your children. The theme for Education week this year was Healthy Mind and Healthy Body, we held
2 days across the 5-8 campus, one for Year 5/6 and one for Year 7/8. We participated in a range of activities relating to
this theme, including Yoga, Mindfulness, Physical activity, Healthy Eating, Cybersafety, Positive Self-talk and Team
building. It was great to see all participants enjoying the day.
LANDCARE
Our application for a Landcare Grant was successful.
Please check out our next newsletter for more details
about the garden.
Mon 29th May – Fri 2nd June
Woorabinda Camp
Wed 31st May
Yr7 Immunisations
Thu 1st June
O & M Cross Country (7-12)
Fri 2nd June
Yr5 & 6 Cross Country
Thu 8th June
School Formal (Yrs 7-12)
Fri 9th June
Report Writing Day
(Pupil Free Day)
Mon 12th June
Queen’s Birthday Holiday
Tue 20th June
Yrs5 & 6 Music Viva
Tue 27th June
Yrs 7 & 8 Sport
Yr5 & 6 Winter Sports Day
Wed 28th June
Celebration Evening
Fri 30th June
Last Day Term 2
2.30pm finish

School Cross Country: Celebrating positive shift
Jim Gillies Sports Coordinator Yarrawonga College Year 7-12
On Wednesday 17th May, it was my pleasure to facilitate the Cross Country for our year 7 -12 students. This College event was
highly successful and demonstrated to me that due to the positive buy in by our staff and students the house Cross Country is still a
relevant and vibrant event and part of our College culture.
The Year 12 cohort is to be applauded for their high attendance and energy they brought to the event. They could quite easily have
felt they were too busy or under too much pressure but interestingly they seemed to enjoy the distraction from their studies.
Thanks to all the staff for performing their role so positively and professionally, this ensured our students safety and enjoyment.
Thomson’s Bus Lines did a wonderful job ferrying our kids to the start, which this year was at Kiffens Reserve. Our Cross Country
vision is to offer six different courses over the six years of a child’s high school life.
The main idea I want to capture at this year’s event that I feel we should be so proud of is the positive shift many of our students
demonstrated this year. We had students regardless of their year level demonstrating a positive shift in their thinking and actions.
 Some students competed in their first Cross Country.
 Some students went in the competitive Cross Country where previously they had participated in the fun run.
 Some students completed the course running the entire way
 Some students felt they wanted to compete, even though they wouldn’t “win” their age group.
 Some students competed and for the first time gave their best effort
 Some students gave their best effort again
 Most students saw their responsibility to witness the presentations and celebrate the individual and house success.
When we unpack these great efforts, we should reflect why there were so many examples of students demonstrating this positive
shift in their thinking and actions. This is where our school community should be so proud: It is the families, students and teachers
who have supported these kids and allowed them to grow as positive young people; allowed them to feel comfortable enough to
take a risk. This magic is happening every day in every classroom at our College. On Wednesday afternoon it was my privilege to
watch this growth play out at the College Cross Country.
Age Group Champions
Male
13yrs Kobi Gallagher
14yrs Flynn Fletcher
15yrs Jasper Danielson
16yrs Aidan Williams
17yrs Cody Howard
20yrs Ronan Pritchard

Female
13yrs Susie Levesque
14yrs Lara Langford
15yrs Olivia Giggins
16yrs Jess Barton
17yrs Hannah Keel, Jordy
McCarthy, Elsie Freeman
20yrs Maddi Gissing

House Results
House
Sturt
Hovell
Hume
Mitchell

Points
416 First
363 Second
324 Third
275 fourth

There is an opportunity for the first 8 place getters in each age
group to represent the College and compete at the Ovens and
Mitta Cross Country at Beechworth on Thursday the 1st of June. A
permission form will be distributed shortly.

Year 6
Melbourne
Camp
By Alex Tuddenham

Last Wednesday, the 17th of May, all the year 6 classes got picked from the 9-12
campus, then we were on our way to Melbourne and our first stop was
Scienceworks. At Scienceworks we put our bags in lockers and went to the
Planetarium. It had two parts with it all on a big screen on the roof. After the show
we had a little bit of free time in an activity room which had all these different
activities. We did that for about half an hour. After this, we all walked to the
lightning room where a presenter taught us about different types of electricity and
lightning. We watched a big tesla tower strike other objects.

At 7:30pm that first night, we went to the Eureka Tower and went out into the outdoor viewing area. We stayed for a while then one
by one each group went down and back on the bus to go to Melbourne Discovery Centre where we were staying for the two nights.
The next morning it was quite early when we got in our groups to go to the Vic Markets. There were so many things to buy. I bought
two fidget spinners, a bullet with my name on it and an emoji pillow.
At the Shrine of Remembrance the year sixes split into two groups. The one that I was in went to learn about gear that soldiers used
in the war and history. After we had lunch.
At the MCG my group was with a tour guide and he took us to the boundary line, the clubrooms, the gym and to the top of the
stands. After that we got free time in a big underground part, which had information about teams and players. Then we got to go to
“Game On” which had games about sport and you got to interact.
In the Parliament House, my group’s guide took us to the Upper House first, then to the Lower House where she told us about the
big gold mace and told us about the Governors. We went to the library and she said the whole building had 6-7 million dollars’ worth
of 23 carat gold. The Parliament House was really interesting.
On the last day we had breakfast, went back up to our rooms and packed up everything. We then went down to put our bags under
the bus, line up in our groups and started walking to Federation Square to have a snack and a bit of a break. After the break, no-one
knew where we were going until we arrived at the graffiti walls. Some people took pictures of the amazing artwork on the walls.
After the graffiti walls our group walked to the Old Melbourne Gaol. When we got there, we had a break before our guide arrived to
take us around the Gaol. When he arrived, he first took us to the front of the Gaol and told us how the new prisoners arrived, where
they got their clothes
and where they had
their baths. When
we arrived in the cell
block, he took us to
the top and we sat in
a big cell on the
seats. He showed us
the spot where Ned
Kelly was hanged.
We got free time to
explore the cells and
in some cells, there
were information
boards. We then had
a quick lunch and got
on the bus to go
home.
Overall, it was
probably the best
camp yet and
everywhere we
went, we learnt
something new,
having fun at the
same time.

Proactive with our Health & Wellbeing
Yarrawonga College’s ongoing emphasis on supporting
students to look after themselves, both mentally and
physically, was celebrated with two Wellbeing days at the 5-8
Campus. Preceding classroom discussions that focused on:
“What we do to keep ourselves mentally & physically
healthy”, “Maintaining positive approach and having a happy
calm manner” were followed up with professional guest
speakers. During rotating 30 minute sessions, the children’s
knowledge of personal wellbeing was strengthened as they
participated in Team Building, Yoga, Healthy Eating, Physical
Activity & Cyber Safety Awareness. Our guest presenters
thoroughly enjoyed interacting with our students during the
course of the day. Many thanks to Cara, Steve, Raelene
(School Nurses) and Heather (Yarrawonga Health Dietician)
for your expertise and support of our students.

This year the Year 5-6 students are
using a reward system in the
classroom called the Muckleford
System. Students can gain up to 10 Mucklefords per week in
their classroom. Early in the week the students are told what
attributes can earn Mucklefords for the week.
Key skills like the completion of homework and the
completion of their reading logs are always a key focus. The
other main way to earn Mucklefords is to become a role
model in the classroom which is a behavior all students
should aspire to achieve.
Mucklefords are a currency and Mucklefords can be
exchanged for prizes. The most popular item is the purchase
of an icy pole at lunch times for 10 Mucklefords. For 50
Mucklefords students can have a lesson off and do what they
would like. Each week at the conclusion of our Friday
Assemblies we hold a series of games which allows students
to win more Mucklefords. These games are very popular and
are always a fun way to finish the week.
Keep earning those Mucklefords and enjoy school!

Mucklefords

RACV update – Donna Bigger
After a lengthy process our 2017 RACV
Energy Breakthrough teams have been
selected. Congratulations to all the students
who participated, it was very difficult to
choose as we had many worthy applicants.
Our teams for 2017 are;
5/6 Tryathlon- Montana Skipper, Maddison
Ibrahim, Lilly Walls, Sienna Mullavey, Laura
Connelly, Alec Williams, Logan Stephens,
Lochie Forge, Josh Eder and Max Cooper.
7/8 Tryathlon- Freya Fletcher, Leoni Eder, Zoe
Roberts, Claire Stephens, Olivia Johnson, Patrick Eales, Dylan McDonald and Daniel Roberts.
Our training and lessons will begin this week. Our regular sessions will be Monday Period 4 and Friday period 1. We are looking
forward to a super year of learning and fun around this program.

Perfect conditions for our first
Year 4 Transition
Year 4 students had their first visit to the
campus as part of the College Transition
program. On Wednesday 17th May, Miss Till
and Ms Smith visited with our students from
the P-4 Campus for the lunch break and
afternoon. Our Year 5 students were eager to
show everyone around & Mr Bassett was
impressed with the amount of Year 5’s who
displayed leadership by volunteering to
conduct a tour of the campus. In small
groups, the Year 4 students were given a
personal tour of the rooms and facilities by
our leaders. It was lovely to see this
interaction between the year levels, hear the
variety of questions from Year 4’s and
observe the pride our Year 5 have in their 5-8
Campus. With the assistance of the Skillzone
team, Mr Bassett organised Initiative Games
for the afternoon on the 9-12 oval. It was a
fabulous afternoon of activity and interaction
between the students. Our future transition
days will continue to build on the success of
our first short visit by the Year 4’s.

To Parents, Grandparents, Carers

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is up and running on both
the P-4 & 5-8 Campuses.
ALL students at these Campuses are participating in the challenge.
The Challenge is not a competition, but a personal challenge for
children to read a set number of books by 31 August 2017. Students
in Years 3-8 are challenged to read 15 books. Prep–2 students are
challenged to read or “experience” 30 books.
Please encourage your students to read as many books as possible
during the challenge, as we will be awarding prizes to the student in
each year level who read the most books

YCP-12 Chess Club needs your help
If you can spare some time to assist with the
Chess Club on Mondays
at the P-4 Campus,
please contact
Michelle Klowss 5744 3104
Or
Deb Cooper 0400 164 037
You don’t even have to know how to play … but
you might want to learn!
There is so much evidence to support how good
chess is for developing minds,
not to mention the students really enjoy it!!
Our club has been instrumental in promoting
chess throughout the Hume Region.
Chesskids Australia have stated that
we have created the largest Chess Hub in
Victoria!!!
Please help us keep it going!!!!

